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Dear Students, Parents and Friends of Traill, 

I hope that you will find the information in this Prospectus useful. It ought to give you a 
really good feel for what the Sixth Form at Traill is all about as it contains sections from 
teachers, current students, former students and even a few words of inspiration from 
celebrities!  

We have come a long way in a relatively short space of time in the Sixth Form and it has 
quickly become one of the most vibrant parts of our school community. We are extremely 
ambitious and we fully intend to make the Sixth Form Experience we offer at Traill to be the 
best. 

Sixth Form students will enter an environment where high academic standards and the 
pursuit of excellence are essential. We will motivate them, encourage them and challenge 
them to be the best they possibly can be. 

Of course, teachers can only do so much and much of it has to come from the students 
themselves, so the expectations of our Sixth Form students are high. We have a strong 
ethos that is epitomized by our motto Consectatio Excellentiae, and it is important that all 
students understand this and embody it in everything they do. 

We want every Sixth Form student to graduate from Traill having achieved their ambitions 
and become a better person, both socially and academically. It will be a rewarding, yet 
challenging journey, but if you are ambitious and you want to be the best then our Sixth 
Form is the place to be.  

Best wishes, 

 

Mr Graeme Malcolm (Head of Sixth Form) 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Sixth Form 
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In the Sixth Form our ethos is simple: work hard and be 
prepared and you will be successful. 

 

Endeavour 

“Genius is 99% perspiration and 1% inspiration” 

Thomas Edison 

 

Preparation 

“Today’s preparation determines tomorrow’s achievement” 

Louis Pasteur 

 

Success 

“If you think you can, you can. If you think you can’t, you’re right” 

Henry Ford 

 

Our Ethos in the Sixth Form 
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In the Sixth Form we also have a motto that underpins our ethos: 

‘Consectatio Excellentiae’ 

This is Latin and it means: 

‘In pursuit of excellence’ 
It epitomises everything we stand for in the Sixth Form.  

When you leave Traill we want you to have become the best you 
possibly can be. This is very much a question of your attitude and 
desire. If you want to be the best and you are willing to work 
hard for it then we believe you can achieve excellence.  

This could be in academics, the sports, the arts, or even your 
general, all-round contribution to our school community. In 
short, the more you put in to being a Sixth Form student the 
more you will get out.  

We will have high expectations of you, but it also about having 
high expectations of yourself. You need to set high standards and 
show good self-discipline. This is what being a senior student is 
all about; you are the role models for the rest of the school and 
we expect you to behave as such. All the little things such as 
uniform, punctuality and attendance become even more important. Put simply, this is about 
always doing the right thing and leading by example. 

You will need to adopt good study habits in the Sixth Form and a large part of this is becoming 
more independent in your learning. Consider this poem by Guillaume Apollinaire and ask 
yourself why it is included here: 

 

 

 

 

What does it take to be a successful 
A Level student? 

“I can’t accept not 
trying” 

 
Michael Jordan on the 

pursuit of excellence 

'Come to the edge', he said. 
They said, 'We are afraid.' 

'Come to the edge', he said. 
They came. 

He pushed them...and they flew.  
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What is the Sixth Form? 

Sixth Form is the term used to describe Year 12 and Year 13 in the British education system. 
It is what is commonly referred to as High School in other education systems. Most students 
in the Sixth Form will study A Levels (see page 11) 

Facilities 

The Sixth Form Centre is one of the best bits about being a senior student. As a senior 
student you will enjoy several privileges that the younger students do not. The Sixth Form 
Centre itself is one of them as the only lessons taught there are Sixth Form classes. You also 
have access to a private Study Room with computers and a well-equipped Common Room 
to relax in during break and lunch. Many students enjoy socializing in there after school to 
wind down after a long day!  

You can choose to bring your own lunch, eat in the restaurant beside school, or even order 
food from outside…just make sure you clean up after yourselves!  

Class Sizes 

You will enjoy being taught in much smaller class sizes where you will receive all the support 
and assistance possible from your teacher. In many subjects there may only be 3 or 4 
students per class. This is one of the major advantages of studying in the Sixth Form. 

Study Periods 

One of the most important features of 
studying in the Sixth Form will be 
private study periods. This is when you 
do not have a timetabled class and the 
expectation is that you use that time 
productively to deepen you knowledge 
and acquire new skills. When you apply 
to university you will need to 
demonstrate how you have used this 
time and admissions tutors will want to 
see that you are disciplined and able to 
work independently without being 
directed by a teacher. 

An overview of the Sixth Form 
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Homework  

The expectations for homework will increase in the Sixth Form and you can expect to 
receive around 4 hours per week in each subject. You should also be doing wider reading 
around the topics you are covering in class.  

Assessment and Reporting 

Students are assessed regularly and in a variety of different ways, depending on what is 
appropriate to the subject and the type of work being undertaken. You can expect to 
complete at least one formal piece of assessment every half-term. The way in which your 
work is assessed varies from subject to subject but all marked work will provide constructive 
feedback and targets for improvement. 

At the end of Year 12 and Year 13, all students sit external exams in the subjects that they 
have been studying. The exams assess what they have learnt throughout the year, so it is 
important that students revise all the work they have covered. During Term 2 in Year 12 and 
Year 13, all students sit mock exams. These exams are extremely important and should be 
treated as such in your preparation.  

During each term a full written report is produced which also contains an attainment grade 
and an effort grade for every subject studied. The grades are an aggregate of the students’ 
performance over the year to that date and are calculated using marks or grades gained 
throughout the preceding months. Students will also receive a grade report each half-term.  

Students will be graded from A to U for 
attainment and 1 to 5 for effort. 

Uniform 

The Sixth Form uniform is slightly different 
to that worn by the rest of the school. The 
shirt is smarter and must be worn with a tie 
and tucked in to your skirt or trousers. Plain 
black leather shoes are also essential. 
Looking smart gives the right kind of 
impression and shows that we have high 
standards in the Sixth Form at Traill.  
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Tutor Groups 

There are two Sixth Form tutor groups: a Year 12 class and a Year 13 class. Students meet 
their tutors every day at morning and afternoon registration and also for Careers lessons. 
Tutors are the first point of contact for students experiencing any difficulties.  

Your tutor will also take an overview of your overall progress by helping you to set 
meaningful targets each term and then monitoring your progress towards achieving them. 
Taking ownership of your own progress by setting targets is one of the single best things you 
can do, after all, ‘if you do what you always did you’ll get what you always got!’ 

The Bangkok Sixth Form Network 

One of the best things about a Sixth Form student at 
Traill is the opportunities you will be given to meet 
and work with A Level students from other 
international schools. At Traill we are proud to have 
established the Bangkok Sixth Form Network, which 
is a collaboration between the Sixth Forms of 10 
different schools. As part of the Bangkok Sixth Form 
Network you will be given the opportunity to take 
part in residential trips, subject enrichment days and 
other exciting events. All of these are designed to 
enhance the Sixth Form experience and make it both 
enjoyable and rewarding for you.  

The House System 

All Traill students, including 
Sixth Formers, will be placed in 
one of the three houses. 
Throughout the school year 
you will compete against one 
another through the Houses in 
the sports and the academics. 
It is expected that senior 
students play an active role in 
both helping to plan and 
organise such events and, of 
course, competing. 
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What are Prefects? 

The word prefect comes from the Latin praefectus, or perfect participle of praeficere, 
meaning “make in front” or “to put in charge.” It is a unique position of student leadership 
and responsibility. 

In the Sixth Form we have a Prefect Team of between 6-8 students, each with a specific area 
of responsibility, as well as a number of generic responsibilities. Prefects will be empowered 
as student to leaders to make a real difference to our school community. 

SENIOR 
PREFECT(S) 

(HEAD BOY/GIRL) 

The Senior Prefect(s) will effectively be the Head Boy and Head Girl of Traill. 
This will be a tremendous accolade to have on your CV and will speak 
volumes about you on a university application. To apply you will be 
expected to write a formal letter of application detailing your suitability. 
Your responsibilities will be to work closely with the Head of Sixth Form and 
manage the other prefects to ensure that they are fulfilling their 
responsibilities. You will need to have outstanding communication, 
organisation and leadership skills. It will be expected that you chair 
meetings at least once a month to discuss upcoming events and organise 
your team effectively. 

COMMUNITY & 
PUBLICITY 
OFFICER 

Your main responsibility will be to help raise the profile of Traill and the Sixth 
Form in the wider community. You will be involved in writing pieces for the 
school newsletter, and contributing to the school website and blog site.  It is 
also important that the Sixth Form is well represented at events such as the 
School Fair. Basically you will need to come up with new and innovative ways 
of publicising all of the fantastic stuff that goes on in the Sixth Form. One final 
responsibility will be to assist in the production of the school yearbook so you 
will need to keep a file of photos throughout the year. 

CHARITY AND 
FUNDRAISING 

SECRETARY 

Traill has a proud and distinguished history of raising money for very worthy 
causes. It is important that, as senior students, you are leading by example 
and the Sixth Form is helping to organise fundraising events and identify 
suitable charities that the school ought to support. The expectation is that 
there should be at least one significant venture each term. You will need to 
have a wide range of original and imaginative ideas, and the necessary 
organisational skills to carry them out. 

Senior Prefects at Traill 
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SOCIAL 
SECRETARY 

A healthy work-life balance is essential to the success of any student or 
employee. Whilst we encourage hard work and dedication, student life 
should also be fun and memorable. As responsible young adults Sixth Form 
students should be proactive in ensuring they maintain that all important 
work-life balance. The Social Secretary will be responsible for ensuring that, 
as a group, you meet socially. Organise a trip to the cinema, a residential, or 
even just a weekend barbecue or picnic in Lumpini park! 

ENVIRONMENT 
OFFICER 

Care about the environment? Sustainability is one of the 21st century buzz 
words so how we can we make Traill a sustainable school? The Environment 
Officer will explore practical ways of making this happen. Innovative ideas 
and the ability to enthuse the whole student body and get them behind your 
campaigns will be essential. You may choose to work closely with the 
publicity officers on any big ventures you embark on. 

PRIMARY 
PREFECTS 

Your job is to provide a vital link between the Primary School and the older 
students in Secondary. You will work closely with the Head of Primary and 
undertake a range of important responsibilities such as supporting and 
leading class-based and extra-curricular activities, helping with assemblies, 
mentoring, and maybe even academic support for students who are having a 
few difficulties. All of your experience as a senior student will be brought to 
bear and this will be an extremely rewarding position for anybody who enjoys 
giving something back and helping others. We pride ourselves on being a 
‘family’ at Traill and this role epitomises our family values.  

ADDITIONAL 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

(ALL PREFECTS) 

All Prefects will have to undertake a number of generic responsibilities such 
as leading assemblies and helping to get students seated quickly, quietly and 
in an orderly manner at the beginning of assemblies. You may also be 
required to lead activities in school and show guests around the school so 
you must have a measure of confidence. Above all, you will be role models 
for the younger students and it is expected that you lead by example at all 
times 
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What are A Levels? 

In Year 12, students begin the A Level programme. Like IGCSE this is a two year course, 
although students do have the option of taking examinations at the end of Year 12 and 
gaining an AS (Advanced Subsidiary) certificate, which is effectively half an A Level. Those 
wishing to complete the full A Level, which is recommended, will sit further exams in Year 
13, known as A2. It is expected that students will study 4 subjects in Year 12 (AS Level) and 3 
in Year 13 (A2) and you will have 4 double periods per week in every subject. All courses and 
examinations are provided by The University of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE). 

Are AS and A Levels suitable for me? 

A-Levels are a "gold standard" qualification, recognised around the world and currency for 
entry into major universities or employment. You will need to study very hard for two years. 
A-Level courses are best suited to students with an academic focus. 

What qualifications will I need to start the course? 

You will normally need to have passed, with a grade C or above, at least five subjects at 
IGCSE level or equivalent. We would normally expect two of those subjects to be 
Mathematics and English. You will also need to satisfy the individual entry requirements for 
subjects you wish to study at A Level. 

What combination of subjects should I take? 

There are common combinations of subjects that often complement each other, and the 
option blocks from which you choose will have been based around these. In short, find out 
as much as you can before you make your choices. Have a look at university websites and 
check out the subject requirements for the courses you are interested in. Making bad 
choices will only result in you feeling unhappy and stressed. If you are unsure talk to the 
Head of Sixth Form or your teachers.  

The two websites below should prove useful in helping you make informed choices when 
choosing your A Levels: 

1. www.studential.com/further-education/A-levels/choosing-your-A-levels  
2. www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/  

The Sixth Form Curriculum 

http://www.studential.com/further-education/A-levels/choosing-your-A-levels
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/
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Apart from my A Levels what else will I study?  

One of the most important features of the Sixth Form timetable is Careers. This is 
compulsory for all students as we assume that everybody aspires to have a career! This will 
be taught every Wednesday and it will include step by step guidance on how to apply to 
university and information on different career options. It will also help you to develop 
leadership skills and other such qualities that universities will look for evidence of in your 
application.  

The majority of students speak English as a second language so we will also have additional 
English support once a week. There is no such thing as ‘too much English’, even for first 
language speakers so this has been introduced specifically to support you in preparation for 
things like IELTS and the SAT which are additional tests many of 
you may require when applying to university.  

Finally, there will be core PE for all students to help keep you fit 
and healthy. After all, it is true that a healthy body = a healthy 
mind!  

Other aspects to being a successful Sixth Form 
student 

1. Taking part in ECAs 
When you get to Year 12 it becomes more important than ever to take part in a wide 
range of ECAs. Every year there are thousands of students competing for places at 
universities and many of them will have excellent grades. Admissions tutors in the 
universities will therefore base their decision on whether to offer you a place on a 
range of factors, one of which is your commitment to ECAs. If you are applying to US 

How to be sure you make the right subject choices: 

• Read the information about each course in this booklet carefully. 

• Talk to your teachers about the courses you are interested and find out what is studied. 

Ask them to advise you on whether you are suited to the demands of that subject. 

• Think carefully about your future plans for university and careers and take the time to 
find out about the best combination of subjects for the careers and university courses 
you are interested in.  

• Speak to your parents and ask their advice, it’s good to involve them as much as possible. 

• Talk to students already studying A Levels and ask them what it’s like.  
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universities, for example, you will need to provide evidence of at least 10 meaningful 
ECAs you’ve taken part in. ECAs allow you to try new activities that aren’t available 
as part of the A Level curriculum, or in some cases to extend your knowledge and 
understanding of the subjects you study.  
One of the best ECAs available to you is the Duke of Edinburgh International Award. 
This is recognised by universities worldwide and it is an excellent opportunity to do 
something different that is both interesting and challenging. Speak to Mr. James for 
more information.  

2. Community Service 
Similarly, in the Sixth Form you will be expected to take part in community service 
initiatives. These could be things you arrange to do yourself or with your friends, or 
alternatively things organised by school, usually on residential trips. A final and 
highly recommended option is to get involved in The Duke of Edinburgh 
International Award. This is recognized as the world’s leading youth achievement 
award that is offered in over 140 countries around the world. Students with a light 
timetable, perhaps those doing IGCSE re-sits may find that completing the 
International Award is made compulsory for them as a meaningful and valuable way 
of occupying their time.  

3. Residentials  
As part of our school’s leadership of the 
Bangkok Sixth Form Network we will be 
involved in residential trips with students 
from other international schools. These will 
also form an important part of developing 
21st Century skills, the kind of thing that isn’t 
always possible to do in class and we expect 
you to show a commitment to take part in 
them. 

What do former Traill students say about studying A Levels? 

Nutcha Sritong (studying Environmental Science at Southampton University in the UK) 

“I studied Geography, Chemistry, Biology and Maths for A Level and for 
a science degree they are all very relevant and form a great base for 
basically every module I am taking at university. Without A Levels I 
would not be where I am today, simple as that. 

However, A Level is just the foundation; intense research and wider 
reading around your subject give you an edge in the field of science, 
especially environmental science as it is a new field. I would advise 
current Traill science students to get into good habits early and use 
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your study periods to read as many research papers as possible, for example in National 
Geographic and Science Direct. The A Level Review magazines are also great for wider 
reading. You budding scientists should also follow the outcomes and developments of global 
conferences such as UNFCCC, as well as keeping up to date with current news stories.  

Even though my maths result was not great, I’ve found that studying it has been a great 
advantage for me as hardly any British students know any maths, even simple calculations!  

For my essay subject modules where a wide global outlook is required to evaluate problems 
such as environmental impact assessment, environmental pollution and global climate 
change, Geography is very helpful.  

Also, if I didn't do Biology A Level I wouldn't be able to understand any of the lecture slides in 
my module on phytoplankton and primary production so thank you Miss. Divya!   

It’s also important that Traill students understand that IGCSE is definitely not enough for 
university in the UK or the US. And to finish, a word of advice to all current Traill students: 
prepare yourself mentally and physically if you are going to do a science degree; stressful 
late night work and dozens of Red Bulls are the norm!” 

12i Class 

The 12i is a full, two-year IGCSE course for students who have perhaps joined Traill quite 
late and would like more time to prepare properly for the IGCSE exams. This will be ideal for 
students hoping to gain entry into local universities.  

We anticipate numbers for this class to be small so it will be an excellent opportunity for 
students to receive very in-depth and personal teaching to really support their learning.  

The major advantage of this class is that it will be taught as a distinct Year 12 class, whereas 
in the past similar students have been taught in classes with younger peers. Students 
wishing to re-sit IGCSEs will also be able to join this class rather than going back into Year 
11.  

IGCSE Re-sits 

Some students will choose to join the Sixth Form in order to improve their IGCSE results, 
which is very much welcomed. However, experience tells us that students only doing 
perhaps two or three re-sits can become bored as they have a considerable amount of study 
periods.  As such there will be an expectation that all students in 12i who are doing IGCSE 
re-sits commit to a 75% timetable. Obviously we can’t ask students to sit in classes for 
subjects that they have already passed so we would like them to be proactive in areas such 
community service and work experience. 
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An overview of the subjects 
you can study at A Level 
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Who should study Art and Design? 

Are you interested in having the freedom to explore your own personal interest, with also 
having the guidance and material to actualize those ideas? Then A-Level Art is for you. You 
will have the liberty to visually investigate from a plethora of themes for your choosing. Is it 
line, shape and colour that grab you?  Or, perhaps you want to dig deeper into a specific 
area of Engineering, Anatomy, reflections on water, Chemistry, Architecture, the 
Supernatural, Landscape, Ecology, Culture, History, Literature, or Psychology?  Your choice 
and the freedom to visually explore are limitless; this is one of the many reasons students 
thrive in an A Level Art and Design course, the simple reason being, you have the luxury of 
deciding. You will also be able to investigate how professional artists translate their interests 
into a visual language and write on your thoughts regarding their and your art. Last but not 
least, anyone who is not afraid of committing themselves to studio time is tailor made for 
this course. 

Why study Art and Design? 

A Level Art is a foundation stone for any Architecture, Art, Film or Design School program; 
such as industrial and interior design, it’s a segue for storyboarding, special effects for the 
movie industry, animation and game design. It is also valued when coupled with the 
Sciences for Medical School in the more reputable Universities. Art and Design is an 
excellent foundation, coupled with Math and Science, for engineering. The manufacturing 
industry and urban planning profession also benefit from an A Level in Art and Design since 
students bring know-how of interfacing a two-dimensional plan into a three-dimensional 
representation aesthetically, while incorporating a multitude of practical ergonomic 
considerations. Art and Design is a course in paradox; bringing practical solutions to dreams.  

What skills and experience will I need to study Art and Design? 

Firstly, you will need a grade C from your IGCSE Art and Design course. If you have not taken 
IGCSE Art and Design or an equivalent Art and Design course, a simple one hour session of 
drawing will ascertain whether you have the practical skills for A Level Art and Design.  You 
will also need an imagination, an analytical mind and aesthetic drawing, painting and/or 
sculpting skills, and a willingness to explore and take chances when creating. Reading and 
writing about professional artists and your own art practice is another area, albeit less 
weighted in marks, that you will explore. 

 

Art and Design  
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What will I study in Art and Design? 

You will study and create art using your own choice of theme in two-dimensional and/or 
three-dimensional forms concurrently studying professional artists who work similar to you 
by way of concept, media application and/or cultural context. You will be comparing the 
similarities and differences in ideas, media approach and context between your art practice 
and the appropriately chosen support artists. You will be also analyzing your creative 
process and writing about your works as autonomous pieces and within a wider context of 
Art History and Contemporary Art. 

What do former Traill students say about Art & Design? 

Airi Yoshimoto (studying Fine Art at Arts University College, Bournemouth in the UK) 

“In comparison to IGCSE Art & Design, at A Level you will be required 
to plan and think about your pieces in much more depth, develop 
better skills and have more knowledge about the subject you’re 
choosing, for example contemporary art, modern art or pop art . 

Art is not an easy subject, far from it. You will need to spend many 
hours on your work. You will also need to do a lot of reading since 
there will be an essay of approximately 3500 words to write, 
although this is only required for A2 (Year 13) and does not apply to 
AS (Year 12). 

But for students who want to study aboard and take art related 
courses such as fashion and graphics, be aware that some 
universities will also require you to have foundation-level art and 
design, as well as A Level.” 
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Who should study Biology? 

Those who want to become confident citizens in a technological world, with an informed 
interest in scientific matters; recognise the usefulness and limitations of scientific method, 
and its application in other subjects and in everyday life. Those who want to be suitably 
prepared for studies in biological sciences beyond A Level, in further or higher education, 
and for professional courses. 

Why study Biology? 

To develop abilities and skills that: are relevant to the study and practice of biological 
science; are useful in everyday life; encourage effective, efficient and safe practice; and 
encourage effective communication using universal scientific conventions. 

What skills and experience will I need to study Biology? 

An interest in Science. Fair command of English. A C grade or above in IGCSE Biology, or an 
equivalent qualification. Willingness to study through enquiry and research. 

What will I learn about in Biology? 

The AS Biology course covers aspects of Physiology, Botany and Genetics. It also offers an 
introduction to Biochemistry and Cell Biology. The A2 Biology Course delves deep into the 
Biochemical principles of the subject, includes a detailed study of Genetics and Evolution as 
well. A large part of this course focuses on the Applications of Biology for future careers in 
the real world. 

What do former Traill students say about Biology? 

Parkorn Wangpaiboonkit (reading Musical Studies at Oberlin College in the US) 

“If Ms. Divya is teaching Biology, just take it. Simple as that! Like the 
other sciences and mathematics, Biology has its basis in fact and is very 
much a read, understand, and repeat course, nothing like English 
Literature which forces you to think critically about texts and present a 
coherent argument about how you feel. Biology was the complete 
opposite of that for me, read, understand, memorise, and repeat. That 
is not to say that this is the extent of studying Biology, but I found it to 
be a great balance with the more analytical subjects like English 
Literature.“ 

Biology  
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Who should study Business Studies? 

Suitable for those who are aspiring to become managers, entrepreneurs, chartered 
accountants, and other kinds of business, finance, accounting related job seekers. If you are 
keen to understand and appreciate the nature and scope of business, and the role business 
plays in society without much difficulty, then Business Studies is the ideal subject. 

Why study Business Studies? 

Cambridge International AS and A Level Business Studies are accepted by universities and 
employers as proof of essential knowledge and ability of the business world. Business and 
commerce relates to the buying and selling of goods, services and information - important 
exchanges in almost any area of life! As the world becomes more dependent on globalised 
trade and investment, the demand for well-qualified businesspeople grows stronger. 

What skills and experience will I need to study Business Studies? 

No specific skills are required, although an interest and curiosity about the world of business 
is valued. The course is contemporary and practical and involves a good deal of participation 
and problem-based learning. A good command of the English language, ability to write long 
structured essays and basic numerical ability would be added advantages. 

What will I learn about in Business Studies? 

You will study business and its environment, people in organisations, marketing, operations 
and project management, finance and accounting and strategic management.  

What do former Traill students say about Business Studies? 

Rumpa Paweenpongpat (reading Economics at Durham 
University in the UK) 

“I enjoyed studying A Level Business Studies because it involves 
dealing with real people and real-life situations. For example, in 
human resource management or marketing you need to learn 
what the customer wants and try to meet their needs. What also 
makes Business Studies both interesting and challenging is how 
different situations could be solved with many different 
strategies.” 

Business Studies 
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Who should study Chemistry? 

Those who want to be able to explain things in the real world, and who enjoy practical work 
and applying their mind to solving problems should study Chemistry.   

Why study Chemistry?  

If you are considering a career in medicine, pharmaceuticals, forensic science, or if you wish 
to enter chemistry-based employment then Chemistry is highly advisable.     

What skills and experience will I need to study Chemistry? 

You will need a good understanding of maths and the sciences, preferably grade C or above 
at IGCSE level or equivalent.    

What will I study in Chemistry?  

You will study atoms, their structure and how 
they interact which will allow you to explain 
phenomena such as climate change, why 
breathalysers change colour after drinking 
alcohol, how crocodiles kill their prey, why World 
War I was extended yet chemistry helped 
alleviate the suffering of thousands of soldiers in 
the Second World War.   

You will also be able to explain why you cannot 
get white board marker out of a shirt using soap 
and water as well as why cotton gauze should 
not be used if you rupture a hernia or deep 
wound.  These will be explained in topics that 
include inorganic and organic chemistry, trends 
of the Periodic Table and applications of 
chemistry. 

 

 

Chemistry 
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Who should study Economics? 

Economics is suitable for those who want to better understand the world better around 
them and also like to analyse the various economic problems faced by the world, then 
suggest suitable solutions. Study of Economics will enhance an individual’s intellectual, 
practical and decision making ability. 

Why study Economics? 

Success in Cambridge International A Level & AS Level Economics is accepted by universities 
and employers as proof of essential knowledge and ability. Economics students gain lifelong 
skills, including: 

• the ability to explain and analyse economic issues and arguments 
• the ability to evaluate economic information and organise, present and 

communicate ideas and judgements clearly 
• a sound foundation of economic ideas including an introduction to the price system 

and government intervention, international trade and exchange rates, the 
measurement of employment and inflation and the causes and consequences of 
inflation. 
 

What skills and experience will I need to study Economics? 

At A Level, students are expected to be more inquiry minded with the ability to draw logical 
inferences. You will also need to be able to draw and interpret diagrams, be able to apply 
economic principles to the given case studies and be able to write evaluative structured 
essays. Study of Economics at IGCSE level would be an added advantage but not 
compulsory. Updating yourself with various developments in the world is essential. 

What will I study in Economics? 

In A level Economics, you will study basic economic ideas, the price system, and government 
intervention in the price system, international trade, measurements in the macro economy, 
problems in the macro economy and macroeconomic policies.  
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Who should study English Literature? 
 
If you are interested in people and the way they make sense of and respond to the world 
around them, then A Level English is for you. You will need to have an interest in Language 
and be able to use English competently. Most of all, however, you need to be open to the 
idea that our very sense of ourselves is determined by language. 
 
Why study English Literature? 
 
The ability to express yourself clearly and accurately is important for all disciplines. The 
German philosopher Wittgenstein once said that, "the limits of my language are the limits of 
my world". A Level English will help you to push back those limits. 
 
What skills and experience will I need to study English Literature? 
 
It is preferable to have achieved at least a B grade at IGCSE First Language English. You do 
not, however, need to have studied Literature, although obviously you can expect to study a 
range of English texts so must enjoy reading and analysing both ideas and the way they are 
expressed. 
 
What will I study in English Literature? 
 
You will study at least four texts covering the genres poetry, prose and drama. This means 
you will read and explore one novel, one poet and two plays. 
 

What do former Traill students say about English Literature? 

Thanita Phuvanatnaranubala (studying English Literature at Edinburgh University in the UK) 

“English Literature was very challenging in a much different way 
to the two science A Levels I did, just because there are no 
objective truths in literary interpretation. When you sit down for 
an exam, you have no idea what is going to come up.  

But in that sense, in your revision you should try to cover as 
much as you can, and then try to improvise your knowledge to 
fit the question, which is something that comes in handy later 
in university, especially for subjects like history, philosophy, 
and literature itself. Similarly, the skills you acquire are 
highly transferable to other subjects and disciplines. 

English Literature 
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The texts covered in A Level are also something you’ll revisit later in your university career if 
you are indeed continuing with Literature, so it’s a foundation for that as well as a shortcut! 
And above all else, reading is just awesome in itself!” 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

“When I get a little money, I buy 
books. If any is left, I buy food 
and clothes.” 

Erasmus 
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Who should study Geography? 

Those people who are interested in what is going on in the world, and can look at news 
stories and internet articles and give an opinion on their validity. Much of the information on 
the internet is highly dubious (e.g. reasons for global warming). What do YOU think?  

Why study Geography? 

Geography is about what is happening today, what is going to happen in the future and, 
more importantly, how it is actually going to affect YOU. For example, decisions made on oil 
and energy production are crucial for the well-being of a modern society. Large companies 
are increasingly aware of environmental concerns and constraints placed on them. They 
need to employ people who understand these environmental issues. This could be YOU.   

What skills and experience will I need to study Geography? 

A willingness to read, research and evaluate several case studies on the topics we cover. A 
good grounding in Geography is extremely beneficial, but, equally so, is an enquiring mind 
and a desire to find out what is going on in the world, why it is happening and how events in 
one part of the world can affect the whole planet.  A good knowledge of English is essential 
for the essay writing required in the A Level course.  

What will I study in Geography? 

In AS (Year 12) you will study aspects of Physical and Human Geography, much of which has 
been covered in the IGCSE course. Obviously, at A Level more in depth knowledge of the 
topics is required. In A2 (Year 13) the course is narrowed even further, concentrating on four 
options of your choice.    

What do former Traill students say about Geography? 

Thaowan Giorno (reading Environmental Studies at Beloit 
College in the US) 

“A Level Geography was the most interesting subject I studied, 
largely because AS and A2 were so different. The most 
challenging part was understanding the mark schemes and 
trying to recognise what was needed in order to achieve the 
higher marks. 

Geography 
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In terms of how demanding it is, you will definitely have to write a lot more than in IGCSE, 
since most questions, especially in A2, are worth a lot of marks.  

The skills that I have learnt would be reasoning and writing in an argumentative way. These 
skills will definitely be useful in other circumstances, like university or work, in making you 
think more analytically about the decisions that you make.” 

What do famous people say about studying Geography? 

Michael Palin, British TV presenter and President of the Royal Geographical Society 

“My geography teacher at school inspired me to a lifelong interest in geography and a 
curiosity about our world which has stayed with me through my life, and through seven 
television series. Geography is a living, breathing subject, constantly adapting itself to 
change. It is dynamic and relevant. For me geography is a great adventure with a purpose. 

So many of the world's current issues – at a global scale and locally - boil down to 
geography, and need the geographers of the future to help us understand them. Global 
warming as it affects countries and regions, food and energy security, the degradation of 
land and soils from over-use and misuse, the spread of disease, the causes and consequences 
of migration, and the impacts of economic change on places and communities. These are 
just some of the challenges facing the next generation, which geographers must help solve. 

It is a subject that helps young people into work. Many employers prize the knowledge and 
skills that studying geography can provide and geography in higher education is thriving. 
Geography students are among those gaining greatest satisfaction from their studies, and 
geography graduates have a relatively low level of unemployment. It's no wonder there is a 
growing demand to study the subject at university.” 
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Who should study History? 

Those with an inquiring mind who seek to make sense of the world that we live in through 
an understanding of the past. Above all, A Level History students need to be analytical. If 
you enjoy forming opinions and arguing them passionately then A Level History is for you.  

Why study History? 

Put simply: because it’s interesting and it’s relevant to the world you live in. A Level History 
is so much more than just the study of what happened in the past. Through your study of 
the past you will learn to reflect, analyse, evaluate, and communicate; all of which are the 
kind of higher order, 21st Century skills that are valued so highly by employers and 
universities around the world. History graduates are amongst the most highly sought after 
and a degree in History can put you on the road to an excellent career in so many fields.  

What skills and experience will I need to study History? 

An open mind, a bit of originality, and the willingness to discuss and debate. You will also 
need to do a lot of reading and write a lot of essays so at least a grade B in IGCSE Second 
Language English or equivalent would help. It is also vital that you have passed IGCSE 
History or equivalent with at least a grade C, preferably higher. 

What will I study in History? 

In Year 12 (AS Level) you will study the Cold War. In Year 13 (A2) you will study the history of 
the USA from c.1850-1968. In both cases we go beyond simply finding out what happened, 
we also spend a lot of time considering different interpretations of the past and how they 
were reached. This is known as historiography.  

What do former Traill students say about History? 

Renata Landolt (studying Law at Groningen University in the Netherlands) 

“Of the A Levels I studied I found that History helped me the most for Law 
School because, like in Law, there is a lot of information to memorise, and 
you have to be able to use the information you’ve learnt to write 
argumentative essays. Oh, and be prepared to read lots! The skills you 
learn in A Level History are transferable to other subjects, which is why I 
found History to be most helpful in preparing me for university.” 

History 
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Who should study Applied ICT? 

Applied ICT is for people who take a keen interest in using computers in order to solve given 
problems. If you have ever wondered how computers work, why we use computers and 
how we use them to improve our everyday lives, then this is a course you may wish to 
study. 

Why study Applied ICT? 

As the use of technology develops at a rapid pace, it is important to keep up to date with 
the latest services and products which are available and how they can improve the lives we 
live. All universities require high competence in ICT regardless of the field of study you 
choose; this is in order to conduct reliable research, format pieces of work to their highest 
standards and even handling data. Finally, all companies use ICT in some way in order to 
make their processes more efficient, so getting a head start in this will be of great benefit to 
you. 

What skills and experience will I need to study Applied ICT? 

To study this course, you will need: a good problem solving mind, logical thinking, 
organisation skills, high mathematical ability and the skill to write quickly and efficiently.  A 
Grade C or above in IGCSE Mathematics (or equivalent) will be desired due to mathematical 
formulas playing a major role in the practical section. A grade C or above in IGCSE Second 
Language English (or equivalent) is recommended due to the theory examinations consisting 
of mainly essay-based questions. You also need to have passed IGCSE ICT at Grade C or 
above (or equivalent) in order to study this course. 

What will I study in Applied ICT? 

Applied ICT is split into two sections: Theory and Practical. The theory section is all about 
learning how and why we use computers in order to benefit the lives we live; it also covers 
the dangers of computing as well as the systems development lifecycle. The practical 
section is about using computers to solve problems using mainly spreadsheets, databases 
and word processing software. 
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Who should study Mathematics? 

If you like to think logically, and enjoy solving puzzles, then mathematics is the subject for 
you. 

Why study Mathematics? 

Regardless of what degree you eventually study, you will find that mathematics, and in 
particular the ability to analyse data will be included as a component at some time. 

What skills and experience  will I need to study Mathematics? 

You will need to have studied Mathematics IGCSE at the extended level.  It is advisable that 
you have gained at least a grade B to be able to continue with Mathematics to the advanced 
level. The work for advanced level Mathematics is a huge jump from IGCSE, and very 
challenging, but also very rewarding. 

What will I study in Mathematics? 

You will study either Mathematics with Mechanics or Mathematics with Statistics.  For 
Mechanics, you will look at solving real life problems, this correlates well if you enjoy 
Physics. For Statistics, you will look at analyzing data and predicting outcomes for unknown 
events. With both of these options you will study Pure Mathematics, which will extend your 
knowledge of working with algebra.  

What did some of the world’s greatest minds say about Mathematics? 

“Pure mathematics is, in its way, the poetry of logical ideas.” 

Albert Einstein 

 

“If I were again beginning my studies, I would follow the advice of Plato and 
start with mathematics.” 

Galileo 

 

 

Mathematics 
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Who should study Physical Education? 

The Cambridge International AS and A Level Physical Education syllabus is both practical and 
theoretical. As well as fostering enjoyment in physical activity, it will encourage you to 
develop an understanding of the interaction between theory and practice by focusing on the 
performer and performance. Any student who enjoys sport would benefit from taking the 
subject. 

Why study Physical Education? 

This subject gives the students the ability to 
expand their knowledge of how the body works, 
and to understand different ways to improve their 
skills and fitness. The syllabus provides an 
excellent grounding for students intending to 
pursue careers in teaching and coaching, sports 
development, the leisure industry, recreational 
management and professional sport. 

What skills and experience will I need to 
study Physical Education? 

Obviously a passion for sport and a good level of fitness is important, and if you have a good 
knowledge of the workings of the human body then that will also stand you in good stead. 
Qualifications in IGCSE Physical Education and Biology grade C and above will be a big 
advantage.  

What will I study in Physical Education? 

Students learn about anatomy and physiology, movement skills and contemporary studies 
at Cambridge International AS Level. This provides a firm foundation for the further 
advanced study of exercise physiology, psychology of sport performance and the study of 
the Olympic Games from a global perspective. 

“Sports don’t build character, they reveal character.” 

Heywood Broun 

Do you agree with this statement? What is sport really about? 

Physical Education 
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Who should study Physics? 

Students who are successful at Physics are those who have a naturally enquiring mind who 
want to discover what determines the universe we live in, from the smallest particles that 
exist in the mysterious realms of quantum mechanics to the extremes of the cosmos itself. 
Anyone who is interested in pursuing a career in any form of science or technology should 
have studied Physics at A-Level. Some of our basic assumptions of the world will be 
challenged in the most extreme ways and so successful students will be those who are 
willing to struggle with new, seemingly contradictory puzzles. 

Why study Physics? 

Physics is central to all engineering degrees, and most degrees and careers which involve 
science or technology. Many universities like students of other disciplines, such as Law, to 
have an A-Level in Physics, because these students will possess qualities such as accuracy, 
precision and abstract thought which are requirements of these other careers. 

What skills and experience will I need to study Physics? 

The main requirements are good passes in Physics and Mathematics at IGCSE level. Although 
advanced mathematics is not necessary in the A-Level course, students should be confident 
with IGCSE Higher Level Mathematics. A good pass in IGCSE Chemistry would be helpful, but 
not essential. 

What will I study in Physics? 

The course content is similar to that of the IGCSE course, although each topic is studied to a 
greater depth. In addition, important links will be made between the different topics, which 
will tie the whole subject together more closely. There is considerable emphasis on practical 
skills, particularly in Year 12. 

What do former Traill students say about studying 
Physics? 

Itthipat Thanajittharakij (taking a gap year working in Las Vegas 
before studying Finance at a US university) 

“A Level Physics is interesting but it is probably one of the hardest 
subjects you can study. The subject, similar to most A Levels, really 
requires a lot of focus, concentration and time invested into it. One 

Physics 
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subject that goes along well with Physics is mechanics (in Mathematics). They relate to one 
other on some topics such as acceleration and velocity. Both subjects will complement each 
other and help you to understand the same topics better. One of the more difficult topics to 
deal with is electromagnetic waves used in telecommunications, it is a deep concept which 
involves the understanding of AM and FM waves.  

Other than that, one of the advantages of Physics is that it helps form the base for courses 
like engineering, those who want to study into this at university should therefore consider 
Physics as one of their options.” 
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YEAR 12 

AUGUST 
AS Level courses begin 
Students intending to complete the SAT exams should register 

SEPTEMBER Prefect Team appointed (including Head Boy and Head Girl) 
OCTOBER Grade report issued  
OCTOBER-
NOVEMBER 

IGCSE Re-sit exams  
First round of SAT exams 

DECEMBER Full written report issued 

JANUARY 
Mock exams  
Residential trip 

JANUARY onwards University application planning begins 
FEBRUARY Mock exam report issued 
APRIL Grade report issued 

MAY-JUNE 
Final CIE AS Level exams  
Second round of SAT exams 
IELTS exams 

JUNE 
Final year report issued 
Possible second residential 
Graduation (only for students who intend to leave after completing Y12) 

YEAR 13 

AUGUST  
A2 courses begin 
AS Level results are issued 

OCTOBER 
Submission of UCAS applications for Oxbridge and all medicine or 
dentistry courses 
Grade report issued 

NOVEMBER Submission of Early Decision (ED) and Early Action (EA) applications for 
US universities 

OCTOBER - 
NOVEMBER 

Final opportunity to do SAT exams 
AS Level re-sit exams 

DECEMBER 
All remaining university applications to be completed 
Full written reports issued 

JANUARY 
Mock exams 
Residential trip 

FEBRUARY Mock exam report issued 
APRIL Grade report issued 
MAY - JUNE Final CIE A Level exams 

JUNE 
Leavers report issued 
Possible residential 
Graduation 

 

A timeline of the Sixth Form 
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1. Can I do an A Level if I haven’t studied the subject at IGCSE? 
Yes you can but it really isn’t really advisable. If you have an IGCSE background in a 
subject then you will significantly enhance your chances of success. Of course, some 
subjects offered at A Level do not have an equivalent at IGCSE but they will usually 
have similarities with other subjects. 
 

2. What is the difference between AS and A2? 
There is a lot of terminology surrounding the A levels.  A Level simply means Advanced 
Level. AS stands for Advanced Subsidiary level. AS units are taken in order to complete 
Year 12.  Students who complete the AS Level will be awarded an AS level certificate.  
A2 refers to the final stage of A Levels. Students who have successfully completed AS 
units in a subject move on to do A2, which are usually of a higher standard. Completing 
both AS and A2 level means you have finished a full A level in a subject.  Universities 
usually require you to complete the full A Level (AS + A2) but completed AS awards 
alone also attract UCAS points and are often counted towards university entrance. 
 

3. Are some A Levels ‘better’ than others? 
This depends on the caliber of the university you are targeting or the course you are 
hoping to get into.  But it is the case that some subjects are not seen as sufficiently 
‘academic’ to be accepted by some universities. A number of universities don’t give 
credit for marks achieved in General Studies. Check with your chosen universities to 
see if they have a subject or two that they won’t recognise. 
 

4. How are A Levels different to IGCSEs? 
A Levels are the natural progression for students who have completed the IGCSE 
programme. The main difference is obviously that the standard is higher as the A Level 
prepares you for university.  
 

5. How many A Levels do I need to take? 
All students will begin by studying 4 AS levels in Year 12. It is normal to drop one in 
Y13, with a view to completing 3 full A Levels. 
 

6. Can I do more than 3 A Levels? 
You have the option of completing 4, but there is really no need to study more than 3 
A Levels. No university in the world, not even Oxford and Cambridge, require students 
to complete more than 3 A Levels. 

Frequently Asked Questions 



34 
 

7. Will I find A Levels too difficult? 
A Levels are difficult, there is no hiding from that. We would suggest that you have a 
grade C or above in each of the subjects you want to study. 
 

8. How many times a year are A Level exams held? 
The main exam session will be in May/June just like your IGCSEs. Similarly, you will 
have the option to re-sit an exam in October/November. A word of warning though, 
universities are sometimes put off if you have done multiple re-sits.   
 

9. What are A Level tariff points? 
Universities in the UK will often make an offer based on how many tariff points you 
have. Tariff points are just a scoring system for grades at A Level. The following link to 
UCAS can help you: http://www.ucas.com/students/ucas_tariff/how.  Generally for A2 
subjects an A will attract 120 points, a B 100 points, a C 80 points, a D 60 points and an 
E 40 points. AS units are worth half the points of an A2. 
 

10. How do universities regard A Levels? 
A Levels provide excellent preparation for undergraduate study and universities all 
around the world recognise this.  
 

11. Which universities in the USA and Australia accept A Levels? 
Most universities in Australia and the USA will accept A Levels as evidence that you 
have completed high school to a pre-university level. This does not mean that 
universities won’t have other requirements to gain admission but you will find that the 
qualification is accepted very widely. A very useful recognition database is provided by 
CIE to show which universities/academic institutions in other countries accept the 
IGCSE / A Level results: http://recognition.cie.org.uk/  
 

12. What are study periods? 
In Year 13 you will have a limited number of periods when you do not have a class. It is 
expected that these are spent in the Library or the Sixth Form Study Room carrying 
out wider reading and research. This is a vital part of any A Level course. 
 

13. When should I apply to university? 
That depends on where you want to go to university! The deadlines are different for 
universities in different countries. It is usually advisable to have completed your 
applications by Christmas in Year 13. Don’t worry though; you will get plenty of 
support in applying for university. 
 

http://www.ucas.com/students/ucas_tariff/how
http://recognition.cie.org.uk/
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14. Besides A Levels, what other opportunities will there be for me in the 
Sixth Form? 
The Sixth Form is one of the most vibrant parts of the school and there will be many 
opportunities to get involved in things like residential trips, community service 
initiatives, becoming a Prefect, the Duke of Edinburgh International Award, ECAs and 
many more. It is up to you to get involved in as many as possible as, apart from being 
a great way to try new things and better yourself, they will all strengthen your 
university applications. 
 

15. Will I get to find out about different career opportunities? 
You will have a Careers lesson with the Head of Sixth Form or your tutor every week. 
Mr. Praveen will also be involved in helping you explore different careers. There will 
also be a wide range of guest speakers invited into school to talk to you about careers, 
but these will probably take place after school so you will need to show the right 
attitude in being prepared to give up a little bit of your own time to attend as many of 
these as possible.  
 

16. Finally, how would you sum up what makes a good Sixth Form student? 
That’s easy: high standards and good self-discipline. It’s about developing good study 
habits and becoming more responsible for your own learning. You should also 
remember that you are the role models for our younger students so we expect you to 
behave and dress accordingly. Finally, you should be open to trying new things and 
always seeking to better yourself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	How to be sure you make the right subject choices:

